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VIRGINIA IN 1629 AND 1630. 



[Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury and Copies in McDonald Papers,* Vir- 
ginia State Library, from the British Public Record Office.] 



Governors Pott and Harvey. 

[The years 1629 and 1630 embraced the conclusion of the 
administration of Governor John Pott and the commencement 
of that of Governor Harvey. Dr. John Pott, whom the Council 
elected Governor on March 5, 1628, in the place of Francis 
West, who was going to England, had been appointed, Novem- 
ber 16, 1 62 1, " Physician to the Company," and member of the 
Virginia Council. He was a Master of Arts and "well practiced 
in Chirurgerie and Physique," and had come to Virginia in 
1620 with his wife, Elizabeth, who afterwards so bravely made a 
voyage across the Atlantic for his sake. Dr. Pott appears to 
have been a jovial, easy-going man. fond of company and liquor. 
He had a plantation called Harrop, near the present Williams- 
burg. Henvig (I, 144-145) gives an extract from the old records 
containing an account of his conviction for cattle-stealing. As the 
documents here printed show, he was pardoned by order from 
England. 

During this period two sessions of Assembly were held, one 
beginning October 16, 1629, and the other March 24, 1629-30. 
The proceedings of these Assemblies are given in Henvig, I, 
137-153- 



*The McDonald Papers in the Virginia State Library are copies 
(bound in six volumes) made from the records in the English State 
Paper Office, the predecessor of the present Public Record Office, under 
the supervision of Colonel Angus McDonald, of Virginia. Colonel Mc- 
Donald was sent to England by the State to obtain copies of records 
which might be useful in the boundary line contest with Maryland. 
Fortunately, he, like Mr. De Jarnette, who was sent to England for the 
same purpose, construed his commission very liberally, and had many 
documents copied which are of much interest historically, but have 
nothing to do with the boundary line. 
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Lord Baltimore's visit, which is referred to in several of the 
papers here printed, seems to have excited strong feeling among 
the ultra Protestant Virginians. In the old records is found this 
entry: "March 25th, 1630. Thos. Tindall to be pilloried two 
hours for giving my Lord Baltimore the lie and threatening to 
knock him down." A summary of the history of the Colony 
in 1629-30 will be found in Campbell's History of Virginia, 
182-185, and in Fiske's Old Virginia and Her Neighbors, 
252-253-] 

Propositions Touching Virginia (without date). [1629.] 

(Copy.) 

Endorsed: "Captaine Harvey,* his propositions touching 
Virginia." 

1. That considering the great increase of the Collonie, and 
the want of able and sufficient preachers, supply bee made of 
six grave and conformable ministers, to be sent thither with such 
allowance for their transportacon, and to furnish them with 
bookes, that thereby the people may bee instructed in matters 
of their salvacon, and to yield due obedience to his Ma u * and his 
government. 

2. That his Ma"* wilbe pleased gratiously to extend his fa- 
vour to ye planters, for a new confirmation of their lands and 
goods by charter under the great seale of England, and therein 
to authorize ye Lords to consider what is fitt to be done for ye 
ratefying of ye privilidges formerly granted, and holding of a 
general assembly, to be called by ye Governor upon necessary 
occasions, therein to propound laws & orders for the good gov- 
ernment of ye people, and for that it is most reasonable that his 
ma"" subjects should be governed only by such laws as shall 
have their original! from his ma"*" royall approbacon, it be there- 
fore so ordered that those lawes, so there made, only stand as 
propositions until his ma"* shalbe pleased, under his great seale 



♦Captain, afterwards' Sir John Harvey, Governor of Virginia 1630 to 
April, 1635, when he was deposed by the people and sent to England. 
He was again made Governor, arriving in Virginia January, 1636-7, and 
held the office until the fall of 1639. See a note on him, Vol. I, p. 87. 
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or privy seale, or by ye Lords of his noble privy councell to 
ratify the same. 

3. That because, as yett, no course hath bin taken for anie 
fortificacons, to preserve ye said Collonie of Virginia, but that 
they lye open and in danger of forraine invasion, these things 
may bee taken into due consideracon that a forte bee presently 
erected att Poynt Comfort, being the first Entrance or Mouth of 
the river, called James river, where no shipp can passe but w u 
in minion shott. 

4. For the better and more safe effecting & securing of this 
worke & Collonie, that his Ma"° would gratiously be pleased to 
send over 50"" men, compleately furnished w" victuall, armes 
and apparell for a year, supplying them in like manner, w" 50'" 
men yearely, for the space of 3 years to come, that in case of sick- 
ness or death the worke be neither left unperfected nor unmanned 
the charge whereof (after ye said 3 yeares) will be defrayed by 
the proceeds of their owne labours for the greater ease of his 
Ma"" charge. There is notice taken of abt. 20 pieces of ord- 
nance already in ye country, belonging to ye publique, consisting 
of whole culverin, demy culverin & sacres, which w ,h an addi- 
tion of 10 whole culverins and 10 demy culverins, will furnish 
this & another forte to be erected higher up the same river, 
where it shall be found most convenient for the countries safety. 

5. And for a magazine of munition for ye said forts and pub- 
lique services, it will be needfull to send over (for the present), 
40"* barrells of powder, supplying ye same w" twenty barrells 
yearely, together with a proportionable quantity of carriages, 
shott & other munition, and for ye perfecting of the said two 
forts having to be erected upon loose & sandy grounds, there 
can be no lesse than thirty tonnes of iron to be thereupon ex- 
pended, besides divers sorts of tools to be carryed from hence. 

6. And because ye meanes of 50"* men's labor where"" 1 ye 
Governors of Virginia have heretofore subsisted is now wholly 
taken away. It is now humbly desired that his ma"* would be 
pleased to assyn such a competent sume of money to ye Governor 
for ye transportation of himselfe and his re,tinue as by yo' Lords 
shall be thought convenient, and for his future maintenance that 
he may be allowed the custome & import of 40'" thousand 
weight of tobacco, to be yearlie imported from thence upon his 
own account. 
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7. That the citty of London bee invited to send over a hun- 
dred poore boys and girls to Virginia, att the general charge of 
the city, which (by his ma' ties gratious letters directed to the 
Lord Maior & Court of Aldermen) may be effected, Seeing 
they have don as much at the request of the late Company. 

{Stale Paper Office, Colonial, No. 5.) 

Certaine Answeares to Capt. Harveye's Proposicons 

Touching Virginia. 

(Copy.) 

1. Such voluntary ministers may goe over as will transport 
themselves at their owne charge and have their maintenance 
there from the plantacon. 

2. The setting of Lands & goods & privileges is to be done 
here, and may be done by calling in the former books and char- 
ters at a convenient tyme. But the governor may be authorized 
shortly after his first coming into Virginia to call a grand assembly, 
and there to set downe an establishm' of the Government, and 
ordaine lawes & orders for the good thereof, and those to send 
hither to receive allowance, and such as shall be soe allowed to 
be returned thither under the great seale and put in execucon, 
the same to be temporary & changeable at his ma"" pleasure, 
signified under the like great seale. 

3. 4 & 5. That the Governor, by the advice of the council! & 
such others as he shall call unto him upon the place, shall survey 
& allott out a fitt place for a fort, & shall send over a module 
thereof, and the quantity & what number of souldiers, municon 
& other necessaries shall be requisite, with an estimate of the 
charge thereof, and what provisions for the same may be had 
there, and what must be sent from hence. And touching; allow- 
ance of powder, that 10 barrells be sent for the present, and an 
accompt to be taken of the Executors of the last governor of 12 
barrells transported with him at his going over, & 10 barrells 
more sent the last yeare. 

6. It is convenient that there be allowed out of the impost of 
tobacco for his transportation & yearly entertain"', the same to 
be paid him at the Annunciation of our Lady next for the year 
to end at Mictia [sic], 1629, and soe annually to be paid him 
during his employ"" there. 
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7. This seems to be very reasonable & requisite, that letters 
be written accordingly. 

(S. P. O., Colonial, No. j, No. 22.) 



The King to Governor Harvey. 
(Abstract. ) 

1629, Aug. 10, Oatlands. 

The King to Sir John Hearvey, Governorof Virginia. "Besides 
those general matters which concerned his Maj. Service in that 
Colony, whereof we are confident you will be so careful as shall 
answer our expectation of you," gives him especial charge of these 
two things. The one to call for those Instructions sent by Wil- 
liam Capps, and take an exact account of what has been done 
therein and whose fault it is that his Maj. has received no answer 
concerning the same and put those things into due execution. 
The other to examine all the many complaints of notable oppres- 
sions done in Virginia, especially to the said William Capps, and 
cause justice to be done to all persons. And if any of his Maj. 
Council fall out to be the offenders to proceed the more roundly 
against them, their offences being of the worst example, and if 
any shall have given just cause for it to sequester or remove them 
from the Council as he shall think fittest. And call such others 
to his assistance as he shall find to be of the best deserts. 

1 p. (Colonial Papers, Vol. 5, No. 93.) 



Sr. John Hearvey to Receive the Fines of Virginia. 

(Copy.) 

Trusty and well beloved wee greet you well. Whereas wee 
are in informed that since the dissolution of the late comp 7 of 
that our colony of Virginia all our governors there have received 
& enjoyed to themselves w"out accompt. the fines & emercemts 
arising in any kind by any sentence of o' courts of justice there, 
as an addition for their better support in respect of their great 
charge in our service at ye quarter courts, and otherwise wee 
have therefore thought fitt for the avoyding of all doubts that 
may be made by you, our Treasurer there, or any other person 
whomsoever hereby to declare that it is our royall will and pleas- 
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ure and accordingly hereby we doe give order that our present 
governor, S r John Hearvey, shall during the time of his residence 
there in our service as governor receive & enjoy to his owne use 
all the said fines and amerciam" & all other profits w'" usually 
heretofore be, and his predecessors have done w^out any account 
for ye same either for the time past or to come, whereof wee 
require you and all others whome it may concerne to take notice 
of this our grace & favor, and for soe doing this shall be yo' 
warrant. Dated, &c, Aug. 29, 1629. 
(.S. P. O., -Colonial, No. 5.) 



Duty on Tobacco. 

(Abstract.) 

1629, Sept. 18. 

Declaration by the King that there shall be taken 3* only 
upon every pound of tobacco already imported from Virginia 
and the Somers Islands, in lieu of all customs, imposts and other 
duties heretofore payable, to be collected by the farmers upon 
tobacco in such manner and proportion as the Lord Treasurer 
shall think fit. 

(Docquet Domestic, Charles /.) 



Council of Virginia to the Privy Council. 

(Copy.) 

Letters from the Commissioners of Virginia to the Lords of 
the Privy Council [Nov. 30, 1629]. 

Right Honourable: 

May it please your Lordshipps to understand that about the 
beginning of October last there arrived in this Colony the Lord 
Baltimore, from his Plantation of Newfoundland, with an inten- 
tion, as wee are informed, rather to plant himself to the South- 
ward, then settle heere, although since he hath seemed well 
affected to this place, and willing to make his residence therein 
with his whole family. Wee were readyly inclined to render 
unto his Lordshipp all those respects which were due unto the 
honor of his person or which might testifie with how much glad- 
nes we desired to receive and entertaine him, as being of that 



374 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

eminence and degree whose presence and affection might give 
greate advancement to this Plantation. Whereuppon, accord- 
ing to the instructions from your Lordshipps and the usuall 
course held in this place, wee tendered the oathes of Supremacie 
and Aleidgeance to his Lordshipps and some of his followers, 
who, making profession of the Romishe Religion, utterly refused 
to take the same, a thing which wee could not have doubted in 
him, whose former employments tinder his late Majesty might 
have indeared to us a persuasion, hee would not have made de- 
nial of that, in poynt whereof consisteth the loyaltie and fideltie 
which every true subject oweth unto his Sovraigne. His Lord- 
shipp then offered to take this oath, a coppy whereof is included, 
but in true discharge of the trust imposed in us by his Majestie, 
wee could not imagine that soe much latitude was left for us to 
decline from the prescribed forme, soe strictly exacted and soe 
well justefied and defended by the pen of our late Soveraigne 
Lord, King James, of happy memory. And amonge the many 
blessinges and favours for which wee are bound to blesse God, 
and which this Colony hathe receaved from his most gratious 
Majestie, there is none whereby it hath beene made more happy 
then in the freedome of our Religion which wee have enjoyed, 
and that noe papists have beene suffered to settle their aboard 
amongst us; the continuance whereof wee most humbly implore 
from his most sacred Majestie, and earnestly beseech your Lord- 
shipps that by your mediations & councells the same may bee 
established and confirmed unto us. And wee, as our duty is, 
with the whole Colony shall allwaies pray for his Majesty's long 
life and eternall felicity, from whose royall hands this plantation 
must expect her establishment and for whose honour God hath 
reserved soe glorious a worke as the perfection thereof: Wee 
humbly take our leave. 

Your Lordshipps very humble servants, 

(Signed,) Sam Mathewes, 

John Potts, 
Roger Smyth, 
W. Claybourne. 

The 30th November, 1629. 
To the right honourable the Lords of his Majesties most hon- 
ourable Privey Councill. 

(S. P. O., Colo., Vol. s, No. 40.) 
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The Governor of Virginia's Memorial. 
(Abstract.) 

1630, April. "The Governor of Virginia's Memorial" [en- 
dorsed by Sec. Lord Dorchester.*] That his Majesty would 
cause some care to be had for the supplanting of English to- 
bacco, which may best be effected by an act of Parliament, see- 
ing that notwithstanding his Maj. Proclamation forbidding the 
planting, it is planted much more than formerly in divers parts 
of this Kingdom whereby the Plantations are like to be in short 
time deserted and utterly disabled from planting useful commod- 
ities which the ' ' fertileness ' ' of Virginia may produce, Besides 
great hindrance to the sale of Virginia tobacco. That the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia take bond of all Masters of ships to bring all 
the Commodities laden there into England. 

1 p. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 5, No. 84.) 



Governor Harvev to Lord Dorchester. 

Copy.) 

Addressed: To the Right honorable the Lo. Viscount Dor- 
chester, principall Secretaire of State to his Ma"* of Greate Brit- 
taine, these. 

Right Honb": 

May it please yo r Lo', that after a long & tedious passage, 
by reason of a leakie shipp, we were forced to direct our course 
to the Southward as farr as the Islands of Cape de Verd, where 
we found about 40 Holland men of Warr (bound, as I was after- 
wards informed), for Ferdinando Buck, a part of the West In- 
dies, having for their guide a Portugall, daylie expecting as 
manie more shipps to come thither as should make their fleet 80 
shipps of Warr, and between 5 & 6,000 land souldiers. Wee 
had no sooner cast anchor but the generall of their fleet sent 
for our capt. to come aboord him, intendinge (as it was afterward 

* Dudley Carleton (1573-1631), embassador to Venice, Savoy and the 
Low Countries, created Baron Carleton in 1628, and Viscount Dorchester 
in 1630, and in the same year appointed one of the principal Secretaries 
of State. 
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related unto me by Capt. Huncke, an English gent., sergeant 
maior generall of the armie), to have staid our shipp and to take 
her along with him, least we accidentallie encounteringe w' h anie 
of the Spanish men of warr, might discover something of their 
designs by conversinge with them. The heate of this climate 
brought a generall sickness among our people through our shipp, 
and the length of our passage caused us to come later into the 
countrey, w ch together with a great sickness that fell upon myself 
at sea and hanged long upon me, hindered me exceedinglie in 
my intentions, so that I could not have an assemblie untill the 
weeke before Easter, for ordering the affaires of the Country 
w ,h I found miserablie perplexed through want of come, w " the 
people had the last yeare generallie neglected to plant, in regard 
of their greedie desires to make store of Tobackoe, for remedie 
whereof wee made an act to augment the quantitie of corne & 
restraine their excess in Tobackoe. Wee also agreed to make 
a fortification at Pointe Comforte for the Country's service 
against a forraigne enemie. Wee also agreed to continue the 
Warrs against the natives w ch wee conceave will remove them 
farr from us or force them to seek for peace at our handes. I 
likewise made a proposition in the assemblie, concerning the 
settinge forward of divers staple commodities as the makinge of 
Potashes, and hope about a month hence to send home for a 
sample, and alsoe the plantinge of vines, Hempe, Flax, Rape 
seed and the makinge of salt, but the yeare beinge nowe soe farr 
spent and the necessitie of makinge provision of corne of soe 
greate consequence, that these things can not be this summer 
effected, but the next yeare yf it please God to give me health, 
I doubt not but I shall give your Lo p a good account of my dil- 
igence herein. This summer I purpose to spend in surveyhing 
the countrey to finde out the fittest places for effectinge the 
things propounded. I have already (notwithstandinge my weak- 
ness), made a journey to the Iron Works (formerlie begun) at 
the fall on w"" the Indians have demolished, but the place is sur- 
rounded w lh timber, plentie of freestone at hand & a plentifull 
streame of water, winter & summer, and Mine in abundance, all 
things verie commodious for the present and future. I have 
alsoe hope to discover a Salt Peter mine in the Bay. I likewise 
intend about September, when the heate is over, to travaile 
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about 8 or 10 dayes journey above the falls to enforme myself 
truly whether there be anie such silver mine as is and hath bin 
commonlie reported or not. And I desire yo' Lo p will be pleased 
to excuse me to the Lords of the Counsell (as occasion may 
happen). In regard I have not written unto them by this shipp, 
whose hastie departure prevented me, but by the next shipp, 
which will be about a month hence (god willing), I will not ne- 
glect to give their Lo p an account of all things. In the mean 
tyme prayinge for yo' Lop" health, together w' h encrease of all 
happiness & "honor, I rest, at yo r Lo p " Service. 

John Harvey. 
Virginia, Maie 9th. 1630. (5*. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



The Governor to Lord Dorchester. 
(Copy.) 

To the Right Honorable the Lo. Vicecounte Dorchester, prin- 
cipall Secretaire of State to his Ma 1 " there. 

Right Honorable, accordingto his Ma""comand I haveenquired 
and enformed myselfe touchinge the Instructions sent by William 
Capps to the then Governor & Counsell here and have found 
recorded their answers to the same sent home the yeare follow- 
inge by Mr. Edward Bennett, Marchant, & Captaine Michaell 
Mashart, w ch letters I understand were delivered by them to the 
late Earle of Marlebroughe, deceased. The coppies [wanting] 
whereof I have herew* sent yo' Lo" together with the orders of 
courte then made concerninge him w oh yf it ylease yo' Lo p to 
peruse may enform his Ma"" therein, and for His Ma"" further 
satisfaction there is nowe in England Captaine Francis West the 
Governor, Captain William Clabourne, then Secretarie, and Cap- 
tain William Tucker, one of the Counsell of State, when these 
things were in agitation. And at that tyme (as I am informed), 
some questions arrisinge in their proceedings with Capps. The 
said governor replied that he should take upon himselfe to answer 
all matters concerninge the cariadge of that business. Therefore 
yt y" Lo p hould it requisite further to acquaint his Ma"" therew"', 
you may heare of the said Clabourne at his brothers house, 
without Ludgate, a stockinge seller, and by him of the rest. 
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After Captaine Francis West's departure for England, the Coun- 
sell here residinge made choice of one Dr. John Pott, a Physician 
to succeed him as govornor, untill his Ma" c * further pleasure were 
signified by a newe commission, against whose ill cariadge and 
oppressions in the government, I have received manie grievous 
complaints as for pardoninge willfull murther, markinge other 
mens cattell for his own, and killinge up their hoggs, insomuch 
as I have put him of from being anie longer of the counsell and 
have confin'd him to his Plantation seaven miles from James 
cittie, the seate of the Governor, and I purpose (God willinge), 
to proceed against him accordinge to the charge I have receaved 
from his Ma" under his owne signature, the Coppie whereof I 
have here inclosed to yo' Lo p . In my former letter by the Susan 
of London, I signified to yo r Lo p that I had called an assemblie 
in which it was ordered that plentie of come should this yeare 
be planted, whereof I founde the countrey is great want, and a 
third part less Tobackoe than in the former yeare. And also a 
a forte to be builded at Pointe Comforte in the Entrance of James 
river. The Plott whereof I have herewith sent you [wanting]. 
It was alsoe concluded to proceede in the warr w tb the Natives, 
either toroote them out, or force them toseeke peace, to w cb end 
wee alsoe agreed the next spring to plant Chesheyack, a place 
scituate upon Pamondkey, being a river next unto us northward, 
whereby wee shall face our greatest enemie Appochankeno, and 
disable the Salvages to annoy us, or hinder the free range of our 
cattell in the forest. The country havinge at this tyme about 
twelve hundred head of neate cattell besides swine & goates, w"" 
I will by all means seeke to preserve, and for as much as I have 
hitherto attended his ma"™ service at my owne charge w lh out anie 
helpe at all, that I yet knowe of, I humblie therefore desire yo'r 
Lo p be pleased to afford me yo r honorable favoure to his Ma' 1 ' 
(if alreadie there be no course taken for me), That his Ma"" will 
be gratiouslie pleased to grant me everie yeare the costume of 
one shipp of about two or three hundred tuns burden (that shall 
care from hence) towards my charges, whereby I may be able 
to subsist, to doe his Ma 1 " service, or in any other way that his 
Lor'p shall thinke fitt and I shall as in dutie bounde, ever remaine 
at yo r Lo'ps service to be comanded. 

John Harvey. 

Virginia, Maie 29th, 1630. (S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 
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Governor Harvey to Lord Dorchester. 
(Copy.) 
To the Right Ho'ble the Lo. Visecounte Dorchester, principall 
Secretarie of State to His Ma"* these. 

Right Hon"": 

I formerlie wrote yo' Lop. touchinge the erecting of a forte 
at Pointe Comforte, the entrance of our River, and I am now 
to acquaint yo r Lop. concerning one Captaine Sam 1 Mathewe,* 
the Sole undertaker of that worke, who hath long bin a planter 
in this countrey and one of the counsell here many yeares. This 
gent I found most readie to set forward all services propounded 
for his Ma* Honor and the generall good of his Colonie, and 
without his faithfull assistance perhaps I should not so soone 
have brought the business of this countrey to soe good effect. 
In regard whereof I have made bould to assure him of His Ma 11 * 
favoure, accordinge the words of his gratious letter herein en- 
closed, where in his Highness hath vouchsafed to encourage his 
subjects here in this well doinge, promissinge to be the rewarder 
of such well deserving Planters as by their good service, shall 
merite the same. And thereby I am embouldened to acquaint 
yo' Lop. with his humble request, which is that his Ma* in re- 
garde of his undertakinge and towardes the rewarde of his 
services would gratiouslie be pleased to give him the costume of 
his owne proper Tobacco, gained by his owne industry and the 
labour of his owne servantes, for one yeare or two, w" 1 ' reward 
will not onlie encourage him, but all others, to studie wayes of 
deservinge at his Ma 11 " handes, otherwise he must of necessitie 
be a greate looser in his undertakings, consideringe the base 
rates of tobacco, he beinge to have no satisfaction but in that 
comoditie. And least it should be doubted that he should send 
home other tobacco than shall belonge to himselfe, I will under- 
take to make certificate thereof by the oathes of honest men 
here in the Collonie, and I most humblie beseeche you' lop. that 
I may receave some annsweare touchinge my request in the 

* Samuel Matthews, member of the Virginia Council 1624-1644, and 
again in 165a, and Governor of Virginia from December, 1656, to his 
death, January, 1659. For notes in regard to him, see this Magazine, I, 
91-92, 416-424. 
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behalfe of that gentleman. I am at present sending two small 
shipps to the Southward as high as Cape Feare to trade for corne 
for the reliefe of the Colonie, and alsoe to inform myselfe thereby 
of the conveniences there for plantinge sugars and cottons; by 
the next yeares letters yo r lop. shall have an accompt thereof, 
w ,h all other our proceedes; and soe desiringe the Almightie 
God to bless yo' Lop. w" health & all happiness, I rest. 

Yo'r Lopps. ever to doe your service, 

John Harvey. 

Virginia, Maie 29th, 1630. 

(S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



Governor Harvey to the Privy Council. 
(Copy.) 

Received October, 1630. From John Harvie, Knt., Governor 
of Virginia, touching the state of that colonie. 

Addressed: To the Right Hon" 10 the Lo' and others of his 
Ma"" most honorable Privie Counsell these. 

Right Honorable: 

May it please yo r Lo'ps, By reason of a long passage and 
dangerous sickness I was not able to applie myself to the affafrs 
of this collonie untill the weeke before easter, against which 
time I called an assemblie to James cittie. In the meane tyme 
enquiringe as much as I could into the state of the country, I 
found it to abound in Tobacco and noe one other comoditie on 
foote and soe greate want of corne to bringe the yeare aboute, 
that thereby I founde myselfe greatelie discouraged. Where- 
upon it was resolved to send two small Barques into Chesepeiack 
Bay to trade for corne with beades, hatchets and such unusual 
truckinge stuff as the colonie was provided of, w ch have brought 
in about 300 bushells, and aregoinge againe to trie farther downe 
in the Bay for more, and in June I purpose to send to the South- 
ward as farr as Cape Feare to seeke corne, where we hope to 
finde newe corne ripe by that tyme. And this is done not onlie 
to relieve them for the presents but to preserve our corn on the 
ground which otherwise the people would be forced to feede upon 
before it cometh to ripeness, w c * is most unwholesome for their 
bodies and would bring us into the same straite the next yeare; 
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w" 1 God's helpe all possible diligence and care shall be had for 
the relief of the colonic I founde one Dr. John Potts, a phisi- 
tion, governor here at my cominge into this country who was 
elected thereunto by those of the counsell here, who made use 
of this opportunitie, seekinge his owne benefit by foule & covet- 
eous ways, as by pardoninge wilfull murder, and investinge ye 
murtherer into his former estate and giving him his pass out of 
the countrey after a legall condemnation, a copie of his investure 
I have here inclosed sent yo r Lop. , also by cutinge out the markes 
of other mens neate cattell and markinge them for himselfe w tk 
his owne handes, whereby he hath gotten into a greate stock of 
cattell, of all which I haveproofe upon oath. Manie other com- 
plaints will alsoe be brought against him, for w°" I have for the 
present put him from being of ye counsell and confined him to 
his house seaven miles from James cittie, untill a convenient tyme 
to proceed against him, for my proceede of this kinde. I have 
received his Ma"" comands, under his owne hand as my Lo. of 
Dorchester can acquaint yo r honors. 

Concerning yo r Lops, instructions, I intend to prosecute them 
with all diligence, some of which I have alreadie put in practice, 
namely, plantinge of Rape seed and makinge of Potashes, a 
sample whereof I have sent home to be delivered to my Lo. 
Treasurer. 

As yet I have not had leasure to take the generall musters of 
the colonie, punctuallie to know the number of the people, w ch 
are estimated to be upward of 2,500, and our neate cattell about 
twelve hundred, besides a greate quantitie of swine and goates. 

I formerlie sent unto Sr. John Wolstenholme some of our iron 
oare in two parcells, the one of the lower parte of the River, 
the other of the upper parte, with relation of the state of the 
iron work begun before the massacre. By our assemblie here 
this yeare an order was made for restraint of plantinge Tobacco 
by a third parte less then the former yeare, and for encrease of 
come, w oh by God's help I will see performed. Alsoe they 
agreed upon makinge a forte at Pointe Comforte, capable of 1 2 
or 16 pieces of ordiance, the most part whereof I hope will be 
mounted before Christmas next. All w°* is to be done at the 
charge of the colonie, whereby your honor may justlie conceive 
the people here are nowe more than ever resolved to make it 
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their countrey, and seeinge the base condition of Tobacco, are 
willinge with all conveniencie to set themselves upon the raisinge 
other comodities. This yeare the Marchantes here have bought 
our tobacco w' h theire comodities at less then a penny the pounde, 
and have not shamed to make the planters pay twelve poundes 
Sterlinge the tunn fraight home, and a tunn is fower hogsheads 
in boulckej w° h doth containe about a thousand pound weight of 
Tobacco. I doubt not but everie yeare that it shall please His 
Ma* to continue me in this place of trust to effect some thinge 
for his Ma"" honour & the good of his Colonie, and I most 
humblie beseeche yo r Lo p * to move his ma"* in my behalfe, That 
I may receive some helpe towards the maintenance of my ex- 
penses, having lived upon my own charge until this hour, and 
my fortunes soe wasted thereby that I daylie become endebted. 
All w ch I refer to yo r Lo p ' grave consideration and humblie rest 
ever most readie to fullfil yo' Lordship's commands to the utmost 

of my power. 

John Harvey. 

Va., May 29, 1630. 

(S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



Governor Pott's Release of a Confiscated Estate. 

(Copy.) 
(Enclosure.) Virginia, 29 May, 1630. 

Endorsed: The investment of Ed. Wallis, by Dr. Potts. A 
copy of Dr. Potts' investment of Edward Wallis, condemned 
for willfull murder. 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, greeting in our 
Lord God Everlastinge: Whereas Edward Wallis, late of 
Archer's Hope in Virginia, Gent. , was latelie apprehended, in- 
dicted & arraigned before me, Dr. John Potts, Governor & 
Captaine Generall of Virginia & counsell of state there resident, 
for wilfull murder by him done and committed, and by the oathes 
of twelve honest and Sufficient men was found guiltie thereof, 
whereby his whole estate was confiscated to our Sovereign Lord 
the King, and was by me, the said Governor, seized on for the 
use of our Said Sovereign Lord that nowe is. Nowe Knowe ye 
that I, the said Gov', at the humble suit & earnest request of the 
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said Edward Wallis, preferred by his petition in writinge, as 
alsoe at the earnest suit & request of divers others his friends in 
his behalf moved unto me, I have for a valuable consideration 
compounded and agreed w th the said Edward Wallis for that 
his whole & full estate soe forfeited to our Sovereign Lord the 
King, And doe thereby invest and restore him, the saifl Edward 
Wallis, into his former estate of lands, goods and tenements, w* k 
properly belong unto him here in Virginia before his indictment, 
arraignment and conviction for the same fact, and doe hereby 
grant him peaceably and quietly to have, hold, use, occupy & 
enjoy the same as formerlie he did, before his indictment, ar- 
raignment & conviction. In witness thereof I have hereunto 
sett my hand, &c. 

(S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



Gov. Harvey's Petition Concerning Dr. Pott. 

(Copy.) 

16 July, 1630, Virginia. 

Endorsed: Sir John Harvey's petition touching Dr. Pott. 

To the Kings most excellent Majesty, the humble petition of 
Sir John Harvey, Knt., Governor of Virginia, sheweth: That 
whereas Dr. John Pott, late Governor, for divers capital offences 
by him committed in the time of his government, was arraigned 
before me, and by the oaths of twelve honest and understanding 
gent, (three of them being counsellors of state), was found 
guilty of two severall indictments, by which his whole estate 
(though but of a very small value), is become forfeited to your 
Ma"*. But in regard he is the only physicean in the Collonie, 
and so well acquainted with the diseases here incident, that the 
want of his help cannot but be very prejudicial! to the lives and 
healthes of yo r Ma"" subjects, especially at this time when sick- 
nesses are so ripe amongst them, which I takinge more seriously 
into consideration (Being thereunto advised & solicited by the 
Counsell of State) thought fit to respite the censure until your 
Majesty's royal pleasure shall be further signified concerning the 
same. May it therefore please yo r Ma lle to take into your gra- 
cious consideration his long being in the Country, his penitence 
for his faults, & present use the Collonie hath of his practice, 
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and according to your wonted goodness and clemencie Vouch- 
safe to pardon him of his offences (he being led thereunto by 
the example of a former governor who passed unquestioned for 
many notable oppressions,) and restore to him his former estate, 
which though of a verie small value, yet it may be a means to 
enable him to doe yo r Ma" e and your collonie service. And 
Your Petitioner (as in all dutie bound), shall daylie pray, &c. 
(S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



Members of the Council, 1630. 

(Copy.) 
Inclosure. Virg., 29 May, 1630. 

The names of such gent, as are counsellors of State in Vir- 
ginia. 

A note of such gent, as I found of the counsel! here at my 
com'nge in. 

Doctor John Pott, a phisitian, governor, Captaine Sam 1 Math- 
ewe, Mr. Wm. Farrar. 

These underwritten I have sworne to be of the Counsell since 
my cominge: Captain John West, uncle to the late Lord LeWar, 
Mr. Henrie Finche, brother to St. John Finche, Mr. Christo- 
pher Cowlinge, Captaine Rich' 1 Stephens, Captain John Utie & 
Capt. Nath. Basse. (S. P. O., Colonial, No. 5.) 



The Privy Council to Gov. Harvey. 

(Abstract. ) 

1630, Sept. 30. 

The Lords of the Privy Council to the Governor & Council of 
Virginia. Complaint hath been made to his Maj. against them in 
a petition presented by the brother of Dr. Pott, ' ' a man that 
hath been employed as you are," and for aught their Lordships 
know to the contrary hath demeaned himself well, and certifi- 
cates have been read at the Board from Capt. Rich. Stephens, 
one of the Council there, and Capt. Thos. Willoughby, which 
seem to import some hard measures against him, are not apt to 
give credit to complaints of this kind against a man entrusted 
by his Maj. in a place of Govern"" as you are. So enclose said 
petition to proceed therein according to justice and the orders 
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established in that Govern' with convenient expedition, that so 
there be no further just cause of complaint, assuring them that 
ill grounded clamors shall have no countenance from hence, and 
that Dr. Pott be called before them to give him a full hearing in 
such matters as he may be charged withal. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. j, No. 108.) 



Petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Pott. 

(Abstract.) 

1630, Sept. 30, inclosure. 

Petition of Elizabeth, in behalf of her husband, John Pott, 
Dr. of Physic & late Governor of Virginia, to the King. Has 
taken a long and dangerous journey to appeal to his Maj. against 
the wrongs done unto her husband. Upon her former petition 
his Maj. referred the examination of her just complaint to his 
Maj. comm" for Virginia in the hearing of Richard Yape, an 
agent sent over by Governor Harvey, but there appeared neither 
proof nor any probable matter to the comm™ to justify the pro- 
ceedings against pet™ husband, either for his life or estate. Prays 
for his Maj. royal letters mandatory to said Governor & Council 
of Virginia, requiring them forthwith to restore her husband to 
his lands, liberty and the small estate he had, and that speedy 
order be given for pet™ dispatch, the last ship going away within 
two or three days, or it will be a year before it can be known 
there. Petitioner's family have resided there above ten years. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 5, No. 108.) 



The Privy Council to Gov. Harvey. 

(Abstract.) 

1 630-1, Jan. 7. 

To the Governor of Virginia. The King has ever been care- 
ful to encourage and support that Plantation and has long ex- 
pected some better fruit than tobacco and smoke to be returned 
from thence as hath from time to time been promised. It is his 
Maj. express command that he [Governor Harvey] considers 
what proportion of tobacco is necessary for his support next 
year, and that accordingly he rate every planter, and suffer not 
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any to exceed his limited proportion nor more to be exported 
than that prescribed quantity, bond to be given to bring it all to 
the Port of London. Send herewith copy of his Maj. Procla- 
mation that he may understand his Maj. care for the regulating 
of this drug which hath so much infected and disabled both the 
bodies and spirits of men. 

(Draft in the hand writing of Sec. Coke. ) 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 6, No. 3.) 



Papers Relating to the Administration of Governor 

Nicholson and to the Founding of 

William and Mary College. 

[continued.] 

[The captions in brackets have been added by the Editor. 
Additions by Nicholson have been placed in quotations.] 

[Answer of John Thrale in Behalf of Nicholson — 
continued.] 

As to the Keeping the Land on Blackwaier & Pamunkey neck 
shutt and what relates to the same, being (as is before observed) 
under your Lordshipp's consideration upon a Representation 
laid before you by the Governor, the same is submitted to your 
judgments. 

3. He hath signed many orders, warrants, patents & Com- 
missions, being things of course in the Council, without advice 
of the Council, as hath been usually done. But the charge 
being generall, a more particular answer cannot be given. 

4. Doth not know that there used to be such a particular audit 
day, and it seems unnecessary there should, seeing that there is 
a particular auditor appointed by the Crowne who is liable to 
answer for the truth of the accounts. 

5. This article seems to be a personall reflection on the Gov- 
ernor, who 'tis confess'd is not a man incapable of being raised 
to a Passion ; but if the instances had been assigned, it would 
have appeared that it was when he had good reason to appre- 
hend that the debates of the persons who were the occasion of 



